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SUBJECT: INDOCHINESE REFUGEES - PROPOSED INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE 
REFS: A) STATE 157990; B) OAKLEY-LOWMAN TELECON 

1 . THE BASIC DIFFICULTY IN THE IDEA OF AN INTERNATIONAL 
CONFERENCE ON INDOCHINESE REFUGEES REMAINS THE RELUCTANCE OF 
SOME, PARTICULARLY FRANCE, REFUGEE RECEIVING NATIONS TO GIVE 
WIDE PUBLICITY TO THEIR PROGRAMS. UNLESS THIS CAN BE 

OFFSET BY A SUBSTANTIAL LIKELIHOOD THAT SUCH A CONFERENCE 
WOULD, IN FACT, PRODUCE ADDITIONAL RESETTLEMENT OPPORTUNITIES 
IN OTHER COUNTRIES, THE IDEA COULD BE A COUNTER PRODUCTIVE 
ONE. ADDITIONALLY, SUCH A CONFERENCE WOULD BE LIKELY TO 
STRESS THE SERIOUSNESS OF THE ONGOING PROBLEM AND ITS 
PROBABLE CONTINUING NATURE. IF, AT THE SAME TIME, ADEQUATE 
SOLUTIONS TO THE PROBLEM SO DESCRIBED WERE NOT FOUND, THE 
EFFECT ON THE POLICIES OF COUNTRIES OF FIRST ASYLUM 
COULD BE EQUALLY COUNTER PRODUCTIVE. 
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2. THUS, AT LEAST INITIALLY, ANY INITIATIVE IN THIS 
DIRECTION SHOULD PROBABLY BE KEPT QUITE LOW KEY. UNHCR 
REP/KUALA LUMPUR SAMPATKUMAR HAS CALLED REGIONAL CONFERENCE, 
SIMILAR TO THAT HELD IN JANUARY 1978. FOR JULY 3 IN KUALA 
LUMPUR. IN ADDITION TO THOSE REPRESENTATIVE INVITED TO THE 
JANUARY CONFERENCE SAMPATKUMAR IS INVITING REPRESENTATIVES 
FROM THE ASEAN NATIONS. WHILE THERE IS LITTLE TIME TO 
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TURN SUCH A CONFERENCE INTO ONE WITH BROADER AIMS, IT COULD 
BE QUITE HELPFUL IF THE UNHCR CHOSE TO SEND A SENIOR 
OFFICER FROM GENEVATTO ATTEND. THIS PARTICULARLY THE CASE 
SINCE NO SENIOR UNHCR REPRESENTATIVE HAS VISITED KUALA 
LUMPUR SINCE THE INDOCHINESE REFUGEE PROBLEM THERE BECAME 
A SERIOUS ONE. AN OBVIOUS POSSIBLE CANDIDATE TO ATTEND 
THE CONFERENCE WOULD BE THE NEWLY-NAMED DEPUTY HIGH 
COMMISSIONER DALE DEHAAN. 

3. LOWMAN INTENDS TO MAKE A SLIGHT ADJUSTMENT IN HIS 
SCHEDULE IN ORDER TO ATTEND THIS ONE DAY CONFERENCE. 
RECOMMEND THAT FRIEDMAN ALSO ADJUST HIS SCHEDULE TO 
ACCOMPANY LOWMAN TO CANBERRA AND THEN ATTEND THE JULY 3 
CONFERENCE IN KUALA LUMPUR UNLESS HE IS BADLY NEEDED IN THE 
DEPARTMENT. 

4. IN ATTEMPTING TO BUILD ON SAMPATKUMAR’S INITIATIVE 
IN CALLING A REGIONAL CONFERENCE, IT IS IMPORTANT TO 
AVOID CREATING THE IMPRESSION THAT MAJOR ACCOMPLISHMENTS 
ARE SOUGHT OR EXPECTED FROM SUCH A MEETING. AT A MINIMUM, 

WE COULD HOPE FOR CONTINUING IMPROVEMENTS IN THE COORDINATION 
OF CURRENTLY ONGOING PROGRAMS OF REFUGEE RECEIVING NATIONS. 
BEYOND THAT, IT IS POSSIBLE THAT THE GROUNDWORK MIGHT BE 
LAID FOR FURTHER JOINT EXPLORATION OF THIS PROBLEM AT THE 
ASEAN-US TALKS IN AUGUST AND THE UNHCR EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
MEETING IN THE FALL. ANOTHER REASON FOR KEEPING THE KUALA 
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LUMPUR MEETING LOW KEY IS THE FACT THAT THE MALAYSIAN GENERAL 
ELECTIONS WILL BE HELD ON JULY 8 AND LOCAL SENSITIVITIES 
ON REFUGEE MATTERS APPEAR TO BE QUITE KEEN. EMBASSY KUALA 
LUMPUR MAY WISH TO COMMENT FURTHER ON THIS ASPECT OF THIS 
PROPOSAL. 

INGRAHAM 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: REFUGEES, MEETINGS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 26 jun 1978 

Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978SINGAP02844 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D780264-0576 
Format: TEL 
From: SINGAPORE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t19780620/aaaaaqyn.tel 

Line Count: 100 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: a41 1 ee7f-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION EA 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 78 STATE 157990 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 06 may 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2208728 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: INDOCHINESE REFUGEES - PROPOSED INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE 
TAGS: SREF, OCON, SN 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey : odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/a41 1 ee7f-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



